Admnal Alexandci Vassihcvitch Kolchak in person
steered his immense terrestrial ship, the biggest he had
ever commanded The Russian Washington', as ex-
Czanst Minister Sazonov nicknamed him, could see the
time coming when he would be called to a still more
exalted destiny The Czar was dead, his family were scat-
tered, and Kolchak awaited with confidence the decision
of the Constituent Assembly, which, thanks to him,
would hold its sessions at the Kremlin m Moscow His
generals assured him that the situation was excellent,
and, as for civilians, he met them less and less often
Foreigners called him 'Your Excellency', the troops
cheered him, and the papcis sang his praises
Many years eaihcr a member of a British armaments
firm had paid a visit to the factory whcic Kolchak was
then working, and had suggested to the young man that
he should come to England and undergo a course of
training in his firm The plan fell through, but now the
Supreme Regent could see guns amvmg in Siberia which
bore the same firm's trade-mark
Admiral Kolchak had always had an affection for Great
Britain
To be sure, there were one or two unfortunate inci-
dents A month after Kolchak's elevation to power, the
Communists organized a rising in Omsk, the Supreme
Regent's capital, and slit the throats of a number of
officers The next day but one forty-two workers were
shot at one o'clock m the moinmg Three hours later a
court-martial was assembled, found the insurgents guilty,
and sentenced them to death, when their bodies were
already cold
At about the same time, at the theatre, some person
or persons unknown threw a bomb into the box in which
Senuonov was sitting, but the ataman escaped with a
fright
A saying got into circulation   'Siberia is too big, the
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